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September 2019 
 

Shipping Tips for October Golden Week 
 
 
Introduction: Golden Week in China 
 

 
The Golden Week in China puts pressure on supply chains, as factories work 
around the clock for orders to be despatched before the October holidays begin. 
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What is the “Golden Week”? 
 
The Golden Week holiday celebrates the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China, on October 1st every year. A variety of large-scale festive activities are 
held from October 1st to 7th, including flag-raising ceremonies, dance and song 
shows and firework displays.  
Many Chinese people also take short-distance and long-distance trips during 
the week. 
 

Why & how does it impact the shipping? 

Prior to the holiday, factories push production to ship goods before October 1, 
which results in high vessel demand and pressure on rates. 

The peak season often causes a shortage of shipping space and shippers 
should take note of the last sailing schedule before the holiday. Many truck 
drivers also leave for holiday earlier than the official holiday period begins, 
reducing the available truck capacity during the last days before the holiday. 
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Here are several tips to help you prepare for the “Golden Week”:  
 
1. Plan delivery ahead 
Before the Golden Week, talk and plan with your forwarder about requested 
spaces and make prior arrangement for urgent deliveries if needed. 
  
 
2. Choose transport mode carefully 
To ensure smooth delivery, plan the safest shipping route, rather than the 
quickest. After the Golden week, blank sailings will often be implemented, 
check the schedules with your forwarder and prepare for changes after the 
holiday. Alternatively, consider other options such as rail, sea/air or air if 
required for urgent delivery. 
  
 
3. Confirm shipments 
Carriers may reschedule or cancel vessels with various departure times due to 
declining market demand after the holiday. Check for any blank sailing 
schedules that may impact your planning. Book your shipments timely, we 
recommend at least two weeks prior departure. 
  
 
4. Prevent additional charges 
If you plan to pick up and make local transport by truck, make timely 
arrangements to secure capacity and avoid extra fees or truck waiting charges. 
  
 
5. Prioritize FCL shipment 
For the last week prior to the holiday, if you have a tight timeline you might 
consider FCL ahead of LCL, as the FCL normally has a later closing time in the 
ports and can save you some days for urgent shipments. 
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If you have any question regarding shipment bookings, please contact our 
experienced staff at ngl_update@normanglobal.com.  We are ready to assist 
anytime. Thank you! 
 
 


